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Poynter, Mr. Fry's name was seriously con- 
sidered for the Directorship of the National 
Gallery. 

"Mr. Fry has published monographs on 
the Bellini and Paul Veronese, and has 
lately completed a new edition of Sir Joshua 
Reynold's ' Discourses on Painting, ' which, 
in its annotation is a model of scholarly acu- 
men and good sense. Possibly his most ser- 
ious contribution to art history is the series 
of articles on ItaUan painting before Giotto, 



which appeared in the Monthly Review 
about five years ago. Though Mr. Fry's 
personal predilection is for the early Ital- 
ian school, in which the Metropolitan Mu- 
seum is very weak, he is conversant with all 
the European schools. As a contributor to 
the Burlington Magazine and as art critic 
and reviewer for the A thenaum, he h.3iS dis- 
played in many fields not only accurate 
connoisseurship, but, what is rarer, genuine 
critical capacity." 
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PROFESSOR Edward S. Morse, 
Keeper of Japanese Pottery in the 
Boston Museum of Fine Arts, has accepted 
an invitation to prepare labels and a manu- 
script catalogue of the Japanese pottery in 
our Museum, with a view to the identifica- 
tion and systematic classification of the 
specimens in the various collections accord- 
ing to province, period and makes. 

Mr. John H. Buck of tliis city is already 
engaged upon work of a similar kind in 
connection with the gold and silver plate in 
the Museum. 

Mr. Frank Sherman Benson has kindly 
consented to assist in the arrangement and 
installation of the Ward collection of Greek 
coins, recently presented to the Museum by 
Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan. An excellent 
illustrated catalogue of this collection, by 
Mr. G. F. Hill, of the British Musuem, has 
been published as a part of Mr. John Ward's 
"Greek Coins and their Parent Cities" 
(London: John Murray, 1902). 

Miss G. M. A. Richter is preparing the 
text for the labels of the Greek vases 
recently purchased, with income from the 
Roger's Fund of Messrs A. & C. Canessa, 
and classifying them for exhibition in an ar- 
rangement which shall show the development 
of the art ofVase-painting among the Greeks. 

By vote of the Trustees, the office of As- 
sistant Curator of Art Objects and Textile 
Fabrics has been abolished, and Mr. P. H. 
Reynolds, who held that position, has been 
appointed Registrar of the Museum. 

Attendance. — ^The hoUday season les- 
sens the attendance at the Museum. The 
record for December shows 53,418 visitors; 
of this number, 21,897 persons came on 
the five Sundays. 

The figures for the same month in 1904 



were 37,505, total attendance, and 13,086 
for the four Sundays. 

The total attendance for the year 1905 
was 744,042 ; showing a gain of 19,984 over 
the year 1904. 

The Library. — The most notable addi- 
tion of the month is a work, which is itself 
remarkable among modern examples of 
typography, in fact, among all printed 
books. This book, contained in two giant 
folio volumes, is entitled : The Bishop Col- 
lection. Investigations and Studies in Jade. 
New York, Privately Printed, 1906. The 
"Bishop Collection" is, of course, the col- 
lection bequeathed to the MetropoHtan 
Museum by the late Heber R. Bishop. 

Of this monumental work one hundred 
copies have been printed, under the terms 
of the will of Mr. Bishop, three of which 
have been deposited in the Museum, one for 
use in the Library, one for exhibition, and 
one for preservation. 

The next number of the Bulletin will con- 
tain an article, by Mr. George F. Kunz , 
about this remarkable book. 

The door leading into the Library from 
the picture galleries has been glazed, there- 
by offering a glimpse of the privileges to 
be enjoyed within. It is hoped that 
students will avail themselves of the invita- 
tion thus extended. 

A supplementary number of the Bulletin 
for March will be devoted to the interests 
of the Library. 

Recent Loans. — Owing to lack of space 
in the last number of the Bulletin, only the 
briefest mention was made of two interesting 
loans received in December. These con- 
sist of two porcelains added to the Mor- 
gan collection and a statue by George Grey 
Barnard. 
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The porcelains are in the form of two ele- 
phants made about 1800-1820, probably for 
the King of Siam. Each beast supports a 
vase, which contains a palm, made of jade, 
while the tusks are formed of pieces of ivory. 
The ornament is Mongol in type, finely 
modeled, and covered with opaque enamels. 

Mr. Barnard's best-known group, "The 
Two Natures," is familiar to all who visit 
the Museum, where it stands a monument 
to his genius. Through the kindness of 
Mr. A. B. Thaw there has now been placed 
on exhibition, as a loan, another and more 
recent work of Mr. Barnard's called 
"Maidenhood, " which, as Mr. Lorado Taft 
says, in his History of American Sculpture, 
shows a new and tenderer element in the 
artist. 

Greek and Roman Vases. — Only a brief 
record was made, too, in our last issue, of the 
acquisition of a collection of vases, which 
demands a somewhat more extended no- 
tice, pending a full and careful description 
in a future number of the Bulletin. 

Until now the Museum's collection of 
vases has been composed of the examples 
belonging to the Cesnola Collection found 
on the Island of Cyprus. These were 
necessarily what had come to hand in 
the excavations, rather than what had been 
chosen with forethought. At the instigation 
of the late General di Cesnola, the dealers, 
Messrs. A. & C. Canessa, of Paris and 
Naples, from whom the Boscoreale frescoes 
were bought in 1903, have brought together, 
with great industry and knowledge, a collec- 
tion of three hundred Greek and Roman 
vases, which supplement and fill in the gaps 
of the Cypriote collection. 

A description of this collection has been 
published in a supplement to Le Musee un- 
der the editorship of A. Sambon of the Mu- 
seum of Naples. The pamphlet contains 
seventy-eight pages, and eighteen full-page 
plates, beside numerous illustrations in the 
text. 

The Huntington Collection of Por- 
traits OF Franklin. — The two hundredth 
anniversary of the birth of Franklin would 
seem to be a matter of greater interest to the 
Museums of History and of Science than to 



Art Museums, and this would undoubtedly be 
the case, if a man as wise and versatile as 
Franklin could be said to belong to any one 
or two spheres of human activity. We, in 
this Museum, however, have one important 
reason for remembering the present anni- 
versary. We are the custodians of a re- 
markable collection of portraits of Frank- 
lin, done in every conceivable kind of ma- 
terial, which attests his popularity in his own 
day and which will form a monument to 
his greatness in days to come. 

The collection referred to forms a part of 
a gift received in 1883 from Mr. William 
Henry Huntington, for twenty years the 
correspondent of the New York Tribune at 
Paris. Mr. Huntington's tastes led him to 
collect portraits of the three Revolutionary 
heroes, Washington, Lafayette and Frank- 
lin, in whatever form he found them, in 
books, as published engravings, in enamels, 
miniatures, porcelains, pottery, in bronze or 
in other metals. 

The question may be asked why such a 
collection as this was given to the Metro- 
politan Museum rather than to an historical 
museum, where it would seem to be more 
useful from the biographical and historical 
point of view. There is at least one good 
reason why, all historical connections aside, 
the collection is a serviceable one in a Mu- 
seum of Art. It shows in an interesting way 
how a single idea — that of portraiture in 
this case — may be carried out in all manner 
of materials. In other words, it shows 
the value of different mediums for the 
expression of an artistic conception. 

The enthusiasm for Franklin, Washing- 
ton and Lafayette infected all classes of 
workers. We find in the Huntington Col- 
lection the noblest mediums for the expres- 
sion of portraiture — paintings in oil and 
water colors, engravings in color and mez- 
zotint, and sculpture in marble and bronze 
— set side by side with more humble medi- 
ums, such as porcelain, pottery, both mod- 
eled and transferred, the struck die and the 
photographic processes. Such a collection 
is a valuable object lesson to artists and 
artisans ahke and it is a matter of con- 
gratulation that Mr. Huntington's gener- 
osity should have provided this Museum 
with one of so many-sided a value. 
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